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YOU	ARE	CORDIALLY	INVITED	TO	THE	

CONVERSE	COUNTY	CONSERVATION	DISTRICT	

ANNUAL	BBQ	AND	AWARDS	NIGHT	

JULY	20,	2023	

6	P.M.	

RUTHE	JAMES	WILLIAMS	MEMORIAL	CENTER																																
WYOMING	STATE	FAIRGROUNDS	

Lifetime Conservation Award 

P3	Ranch,	LLC	
Kenneth	and	Barb	Pickinpaugh	

Vicki	and	Francis	Horn	

Cooperator of the Year 

Mitch	and	Lindsey	Falkenburg	

Appreciation Award 

Stephanie	Williams	

	

See	Page	3	for	the	2023	Stewardship	Poster	Contest	
winners	being	recognized.	

Join us for food, fun and special music by the 

Saggy	Bottom	Boys	

as we celebrate our 2023 award winners! 

CCCD will be providing the meat and drinks.  

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. 

RSVP	requested	but	not	required	to	

Converse	County	Conservation	District	@	624‐3164	
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MEETING	CHANGE	NOTICES	
July	20,	2023‐		4	p.m.	- CCCD Board Meeting at the Ruthe James Williams Memorial Center, WSF 

 
August	10,	2023	‐	4:30	p.m.	‐	CCCD Board Meeting at the USDA Service Center (meeting date changed due to 

Wyoming State Fair) 

Hello Pollinators 
One of my favorite things about summer is all of the flowers. I love all of the colors and the amazing smells! 
I  especially enjoy it when I see a pollinator visiting my garden! From bees to butterflies, hummingbirds (my 
favorites!), even beetles, moths, and bats I am pleased to see one of mother nature’s most              
important groups at work. Did you know that pollinators are responsible for the reproduction of 85% of the 
world’s flowering plants? Wyoming Ag producers grow a wide variety of pollinator-dependent crops, and 
we’re 14th in the    nation for honey beekeeping. Pollinators might be one of the most essential steps in      
nature, but they are in decline. Insects, birds and bats are active this time of year, so it’s a good time to think 
about ways to promote them. There are ways that we can all aid pollinators and every effort helps.  

Plant pollinator-friendly plants—This benefits you too! A flowery backyard area can make a wonderful place 
to unwind after work. A variety of colors and blooms 
throughout the year will attract pollinators to your      
property. Additionally, a native plant landscape can be 
water-wise and low maintenance. Suitable plants for our 
area can come from a wide variety of families including 
penstemons, yarrows, clovers, cone flowers, bee balm, 
hyssop, bellflowers, milkweeds, goldenrods and many 
more. On larger working areas, consider pollinator-
friendly crop mixes, or planting pivot corners with a good 
flowering species mix. These can also be a host to       
beneficial insect predators if you’re fighting alfalfa     
weevil.  

Leave space for your pollinators—70% of native bees are 
ground nesting, and they need bare earth to burrow into 
their homes. 30% are cavity nesters, and make their homes in hollow stems or dead wood. A tidy area is nice, 
but some cleanup efforts remove habitat. Consider leaving some bare ground, or mulching with compost for 
the ground bees. A bee hotel can be a benefit to a backyard, hosting pollinators for your garden, and         
providing an educational opportunity for your family. I’m all about a good spring clean-up day, but consider 
holding off until it’s warmer to get those last leaves and brush piles. You might be clearing off a pollinator’s 
shelter while it is still too cold for them to survive.  

Be cognizant of pest management—We all have some undesirable insects that we fight. Before you use any   
chemical practices, make sure that you are being as bee-friendly as possible. Steer clear of the times when        
pollinators are most active, and chose a bee-friendly pesticide if it is an option. When spraying weeds, be 
sure to only kill truly undesirable ones. A plant like milkweed might not be your favorite but it has a           
beautiful flower, and is a key species to monarch butterflies. Not all thistles are bad, the prairie thistle is     
native to our area and is a favorite of local pollinators.  

Educate others on the importance of pollinators—Sometimes insects get a bad reputation. Especially the ones 
that aren’t as pretty. I’m not a big fan of beetles, and I’m terrified of bats, but I can’t deny that they have a 
big job to do in keeping our ecosystems on track. Share the buzz about bees with your family and friends. Be 
aware that some clover and dandelions in your yard might keep it from golf course standards, but they do 
make it a pollinator paradise.  Share information about pollinators, and how to promote them. Stop by the  
education tab of our website to download a free pollinator workbook for kids!                                       
             ~Anna  
Information adapted from the Xerces Society, Backyards & Barnyards, and Utah State Extension Factsheets 



	

2023	Stewardship	Poster	Contest	Winners:	

Grade K-1 - 1st Place-Tate Cozzens; 2nd Place-Ruth Moore; 3rd Place-Dennis Langley 

Grade 2-3 - 1st Place-Cade Cozzens; 2nd Place-Riley Carter; 3rd Place-Zackary Smith 

Grade 4-6 - 1st Place-Flint Ostrander; 2nd Place-Averie Cozzens; 3rd Place-Lillee Rupe 

Grade 7-9 -  1st Place-Abigail Ostrander; 2nd Place-Kendrie Ewing; 3rd Place-Annabelle Waller 

Grade 10-12 - 1st Place-Ava Ostrander 
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Every year, Converse County Conservation District sponsors a poster   
contest which gives local students an opportunity to express their thoughts 
on natural resource issues through art.  The annual contest follows a      
national stewardship theme.  This years’ theme was “One Water”.   

Students learned that a watershed is an area of land that channels rainfall 
and snowmelt to creeks, streams, and rivers, eventually leading to outflow 
points such as reservoirs, bays, and the ocean. Those bodies of water are 
all connected, so every drop that falls becomes part of one water.  

Flint Ostrander Abigail Ostrander 

Tate Cozzens Cade Cozzens 

Congratulations to these 
VERY talented students! 
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Mark your calendars!   
Household Hazardous Waste Day is  

scheduled for Saturday, September 23, 2023.   

CCCD will be closed July 3rd and 4th. 
Happy 4th of July! 

Get ready for an                
unforgettable week of fun, 
festivities, and community! 
From July 15th to July 22nd, 
you are invited to join in  
celebrating the incredible 
talents, hard work and 
achievements of the members 
Converse County 4-H,  
Douglas FFA Chapter & 
Glenrock FFA!  

 
 
 
 

Cowboy Cornhole Tournament   
During the Wyoming State Fair in Douglas, WY to benefit the                                                                

WY Natural Resource Foundation and the WY FFA Association 

Watch the Converse County Conservation District website and Facebook page for more information coming soon! 

WYOMING 
STATE FAIR 

August 15-19, 2023 

The Converse County Conservation District,           
Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation and the 
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts     
invite you to stop by our booth at the Wyoming State 
Fair, August 15-19, 2023. You will find us in the 
Wyoming Livestock Roundup Trade Show tent right 
across from the Beef Show Ring. 

Sign up for our daily drawing 
for a rain barrel! 

Tickets for the Wyoming Natural 
Resource Foundation fundraiser 
will also be available. Grand prize 
is a 2023 John Deere Gator. 

Be sure to stop and see us! 

2023 Converse County Fair 

Converse County Weed & Pest 

Cheatgrass Spray Program 

 

The Converse County Weed & Pest District will be offering a 50/50 cost-share cheatgrass    
program this year using Rejuvra and Plateau.  Application will need to start in August.   

If you are thinking of increasing your pasture productivity, give the CCW&P office a call at 
307-358-2775.   
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Natrona/Converse Farm Service Agency News 

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on 
Local County Committees 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now accepting nominations for county committee 
members. Elections will occur in Local Administrative Areas LAA 3 in Natrona County and LAA 4 in Converse County. LAAs 
are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction. This may include LAAs that are focused 
on an urban or suburban area.  

County committee members make important decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally. All       
nomination forms for the 2023 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2023.  

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program and reside in the LAA that is up for election this year, 
may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided             
information about their farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. 
Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA           
encourages minority producers, women, and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.  

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA county committees. The    
committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees 
play a critical role in the day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster 
programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, county office employment and other agricultural 
issues.  

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Report 

Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring planting should make an 
appointment with the Natrona County Farm Service Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline. 
An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely 
acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the 
loss of benefits. 
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of 
the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact the Natrona County FSA office to set 
up an in-person or phone appointment. 
To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

 Crop and crop type or variety. 

 Intended use of the crop. 

 Number of acres of the crop. 

 Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 

 Planting date(s). 

 Planting pattern, when applicable. 

 Producer shares. 

 Irrigation practice(s). 

 Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
Other information as required. 
Acreage Reporting Details 
The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

 If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 
calendar days after planting is completed. 
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the    
county office. 
Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to plant. 
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after 
the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for 
NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop 
begins. 
 
For questions, please contact the Natrona County FSA office at 1-307-261-5436 Ex2. 
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ATTEND A CCCD BOARD MEETING 

The Converse County Conservation District holds Board Meetings the third Thursday 
of each month starting at 4:30 p.m.  We welcome your input, ideas, questions, and    

concerns regarding our projects and programs!  Meetings are open to the public      
pursuant to Wyoming Statute 16-4-403. 

Helping you protect soil, water, air, wildlife and our way of life 

Converse County Conservation District 

911 S. Windriver Drive 

Douglas, WY 82633 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Did  this  last winter have you  thinking about  snow dri  management? You’re not alone! Windbreaks can be a great   
improvement  to  your  land,  either  a manual  or  a  living windbreak. A  living windbreak  is  beau ful  addi on  to  your   
property and a game changer when it comes to snowy winters. Addi onally, windbreaks can create a haven for wildlife,  
or become a privacy screen between your home and a neighbor or highway. A  living windbreak  is a slow solu on,  it 
may be 10‐15 years before you receive the benefits of a plan ng. Plan ng a windbreak now  is an  investment  in  the  
future of your home. If a windbreak is something you would like on your property, now is the  me to plan! 

The Conserva on District offers planning assistance for windbreaks through the summer. We are glad to come out to 
your property  to discuss  goals  for  your windbreak  and  ideal placement.  Summer planning  and  fall prepara on  are    
essen al to a successful   windbreak. Fall‐ lling of the ground will allow winter moisture to accumulate, helping your 
trees  succeed  when  they  are  first    planted.  Converse  County        
windbreaks need a drip system  to  thrive. Our annual precipita on 
levels aren't enough for trees in our area. 

Converse County Conserva on District has a 50% cost‐share for the 
installa on of a living windbreak and the cap has been increased to 
$20,000. Cost‐share eligible  items  include trees, plan ng materials, 
drip system components, and fence       installa on to protect your 
new windbreak from wildlife. Seedling tree sales begin in November 
and are available through April. We recommend pu ng orders in as 
early as possible to secure desired species. Trees arrive in early May 
and should be planted immediately for best success. If a windbreak 
is something you would be interested in, please contact our office.   


