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FREE!!  Household Hazardous 
Waste & 

Items that are collected during Household Hazardous Waste Day will be recycled, 
safely incinerated or deposited into an approved hazardous waste landfill.  A brief 

listing of items being accepted at Household Hazardous Waste Day are listed below.  
If you are not sure if a product is hazardous, look for labels that state the item is   
toxic, poisonous, flammable or corrosive.  If you have questions about a specific 

item, please call the District Office at 307-624-3164. 

Converse County residents are encouraged to check their garages, basements, 
storage cabinets and other storage areas for hazardous materials that may have 
outlived their useful life, have been stored for an extended period of time or have 

containers that are deteriorated or not safe to handle any longer.  Please share the 
word about this great opportunity to do something for the environment of our      

community! 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2022 

ACCEPTING: 

Paint, 

Batteries                      
(Household & Automotive), 

 Pesticides, Herbicides,   
Solvents, Aerosols,  

Antifreeze, Small Quantities 
of Motor Oil and More 

NOT ACCEPTING: 

Computers, Tires,           
Explosives, Propane      
Cylinders and Tanks, 
 Radioactive Material,  

Appliances, Iron,  
Wood, Paper or            

Commercial Quantities of 
any Accepted Items 

 

A household       
hazardous   

product has one 
or more of these 
“signal” words 
on the label: 

CAUTION 

WARNING 

DANGER 

POISON 

FLAMMABLE 

REACTIVE 

CORROSIVE 

TOXIC 

DRIVERS ARE    
ADVISED TO STAY 
IN THEIR VEHICLES 
AND WORKERS 
WILL COLLECT 
YOUR ITEMS 

DOUGLAS 
Wyoming State Fairgrounds 

Behind the Grandstands 
(Enter at Cowboy Drive) 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE’S EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY POLICY 

 The U.S. Department  of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint 
of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call             
(202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Douglas Field Office Staff Change 

Evan Trotter, who was the Rangeland Management Specialist in the Douglas Field Office since     
February 2021 has taken a position with NRCS in the Medicine Bow office.  We appreciate the work 
that Evan did while in Converse County and wish him all the best in his next endeavor.  Please reach 
out to Kaitlin Hasler, District Conservationist, at 307-624-3146 with any questions.  

USDA Offers Options for Signing and Sharing Documents Online 
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources Conservation Service 
can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box or OneSpan, producers can       
digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or agricultural operations. Both services 
are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS programs. 

 

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared. Producers who 
choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box account, where documents 
can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and shared digitally with Service Center 
staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer with access to a mobile device or computer with 
printer connectivity. 

 
OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software downloads or 
eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature through OneSpan can 
confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification code sent to their mobile device or 
a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-signed 
through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email address. Signed documents immediately become available 
to the appropriate Service Center staff. 

 
Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in signing and 
sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using eAuthentication for digital  
signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for producers to use when conducting business 
with FSA or NRCS. 

 
USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan through a few 
simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let Service Center staff 
know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new features. In most cases, one quick 
phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process.  

 
Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and additional    
resources for conducting business with USDA online. 

 
To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus pandemic, visit 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 
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As summer draws to a close, hopefully, folks are having more time to do a little reading and make a plan for next year. 
It’s always a good idea at the end of the season to take a look around your property and take stock of what was            
successful, and what you would like to improve. Then, next spring when you’re mapping out your garden, you aren’t 

scratching your head about placement, seed varieties, or your to-do list. 

When you make your plan and think about improvements remember that the 
Conservation District has a wide variety of publications to help answer ques-
tions or make changes. We have copies of the Wyoming Fruit &    Vegetable 
Growing Guide, a comprehensive manual that covers pests, soil, irrigation, 
plant placement, diseases, plant selection, and much more. We also receive 
the latest copies of Barnyards & Backyards, a seasonal magazine that always 
has handy information for making the most of your property. We make sure 
to have some noxious weed handbooks on hand as well. For some weed     
species, fall is an excellent time to spray. 

The District is also happy to print people color booklets from Barnyards & 
Backyards’ online archive, or any of the other informational packets we have 
access to. Chances are if you have a question, we have a factsheet for it.  
Happy planning! 

                  ~Anna Gray 

Outdoor Plans for Next Year 

Rake those leaves 

Autumn leaves are the herald of cooler weather. And while they might be nice to look at on the trees, leaving them on your lawn can set back the 
spring start of your grass. Leaves will prevent sunlight and air from reaching the grass. Leaving the fall litter on your lawn will deprive the grass of 
nutrients, moisture, and could result in bald patches come spring. Raking leaves into pumpkin or ghost bags can provide you with some easy      
holiday décor. After Halloween add the leaves to a compost bin or use them for mulch in the garden beds.  

Just keep mowing 

As the growing season draws to an end don’t put the lawn mower away just yet. Start lowering the height setting for these final trims. Just be sure 
not to cut more than 1/3 of the height at a time. Making sure the grass is short allows sunlight to reach the crown of the grass, and less of the blades 
turning brown. Putting the mulch plug in will allow you to do a little bit a of fall fertilizing as well. Leaving the grass and chopped up remains of 
any leaves you might have missed to decompose will give some nutrients back to the grass.   

Fertilize and fill 

While the blades of grass might have slowed down as the weather cools, the roots and rhizomes are still thriving underground. Fertilizing the lawn 
in the fall allows the roots to get in some deep growth and pack away nutrients for a jump start in the spring. Do double-duty and pick a fertilizer 
that has weed control in it. Weeds are drawing in nutrients for the winter too. Fall weed control is an easy way to get a clean kill on those pesky 
dandelion and thistles.  

Throwing out an all in one lawn repair mix in any bald spots works well in the fall too. All in one mixes usually have seed, mulch and a quick-start 
fertilizer. Seeding in the fall means that new growth starts as early as possible in the spring.  

The CCCD office will be closed 
October 10, 2022 in observance of 

Columbus Day. 
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Ask the Expert: A Farm Operating Loan Q&A with Jack Carlile 
In this Ask the Expert, Jack Carlile, Farm Loan Manager for the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), answers questions 
about farm operating loans and when producers should apply in order to secure funds for the current crop year. 
 
As the Farm Loan Manager for the Cherokee County Service Center, Jack is responsible for managing the loan making 
and loan servicing activities for five counties in northeast Oklahoma.  His office provides services for over 650 farm loan 
customers. Jack was raised on a cross bred cow/calf operation that his grandparents started. Over the years, each        
generation has added to the operation by purchasing additional pasture. The operation also grows and bales their own 
hay. Jack’s agriculture background and degree in agriculture economics from Oklahoma State University help him better 
understand the financing needs of his producers. 
 
Who can apply for FSA Farm Loans? 
Anyone can apply for FSA’s loan programs. Applications will be considered on basic eligibility requirements. To apply 
for a loan, you must meet the following general eligibility requirements including: 
 Be a U.S. citizen or qualified alien. 

 Operator of a family farm or ranch. 

 Have a satisfactory credit history. 

 Unable to obtain credit elsewhere at reasonable rates and terms to meet actual needs. 

 Not be delinquent on any federal debts. 
 
What can I purchase with operating loans? 
Farm Operating Loans are traditionally used for purchasing capital items such as farm machinery, equipment, or         
livestock.  Loan funds can also be used to help pay typical operating expenses for farming and ranching operations. For 
example, a rancher may use an operating loan to purchase forage for his cattle to feed them through the winter or a row 
crop producer may use an operating loan for paying for inputs like seed or fertilizer.  
 
What is the maximum loan amount and terms? 
The maximum loan amount for a Direct Farm Operating Loan is $400,000. Direct loans are made and serviced by FSA. 
Producers can also apply for Guaranteed Operating Loans that are made by your commercial lender, and guaranteed 
against loss by FSA. The maximum loan amount for a Guaranteed Farm Operating Loan is $1,825,000. Loan terms for 
operating loans range from one to seven years. 
 
How do I apply? 
If you’re interested in applying for a farm loan, you can pick up an application by visiting your local FSA office.       
Visit farmers.gov to find the USDA Service Center nearest you.  
 
When applying for a loan, you will need a business plan, which must include: 
 Your mission, vision, and goals for your farm or ranch. 

 Your current assets and liabilities. 

 Marketing Plan (what your operation will produce and where you will market and sell your products.) 

 Whether the amount of income your operation generates will be enough to pay your business and family living expenses. 
 
When should I apply for an operating loan? 
I would recommend beginning the application process a few months in advance of needing the funds to allow time for 
the request to be processed, and for any necessary security checks and searches to be completed.  That allows time for 
the funds to be available for your use when most needed.  
 
Where can I find more information? 
To learn more about FSA loans visit farmers.gov/loans or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.  Fact sheets and application packages 
are also available at your USDA Service Center. To learn more about other types of FSA loans or to find the right loan 
for your operation, use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/loans/farm-loan-discovery-tool. 

NEWS FROM NATRONA/CONVERSE FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
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Plan Now for Tree Planting in the Spring 
Although  tree plan ng  for next spring may be  far  from your  thoughts, now  is  the  me  to begin planning.  
Poorly  planned  windbreaks  o en  result  in  tree  loss,  poor  species  selec on,  improper    placement  and         

unhappy  landowners.    Research  and  prac cal  experience  have  demonstrated 
the  importance  of  fall  site  prepara on.    Fall  fallowing  will  increase  the          
probability that you will have adequate soil moisture at plan ng  me.   

 

We are available to assist you with the planning and design of your windbreak.  
Cost‐share for all aspects of your plan ng is also available.  

 

Please note: the 2022/2023 Seedling Tree Order Form may  look different from 
years  past.   Many  of  our  nursery  suppliers  are  experiencing  significant  staff 

shortages and failing infrastructure which is in turn impac ng the availability of many tree and shrub species.  
We  are  hard  at  work  looking  at  different  sources  so  we  can  con nue  to  provide  you  with  the  most              
appropriate species for plan ng in our area. 

 

Seedling Tree Order Forms should be available on our website in November. 

Using  your  smart  phone,  click  on  the 
QR Code above to be taken directly to 
the home page of our website.   There 
you  will  find  everything  you  need     
pertaining  to  Converse  County         
Conserva on  District  programs,       
important documents and more!   

Program  informa on  and  applica ons 
can  be  found  under  the  “Programs” 
tab.    Remember,  applica ons  for  our 
cost‐share  programs  are  reviewed 
monthly  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  are  due  to  our  office  by  COB  on 
the  Friday  before  a  board  mee ng.  
Contact  Michelle  or  Anna  with  any 
ques ons! 



Converse County  

Conservation District 

911 S. Windriver Drive 

Douglas, WY 82633 

Phone:  307-624-3164 

michelle.huntington@wy.nacdnet.net 

Hours: 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.   

Board of  Supervisors 

Stan Mitchem, Chairman 

Shelly Falkenburg, Vice Chairman 

Sharon Lovitt, Secretary/Treasurer 

Doug Horner, Member 

Susan Downs, Member 

District Staff 

Michelle Huntington, District Manager 

Anna Gray, Program Assistant 

NRCS Staff 

Kaitlin Hasler, District Conservationist 
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ATTEND A CCCD BOARD MEETING 

The Converse County Conservation District holds Board Meetings the third Thursday 
of each month starting at 4:30 p.m.  We welcome your input, ideas, questions, and    

concerns regarding our projects and programs!  Meetings are open to the public      
pursuant to Wyoming Statute 16-4-403. 

Helping you protect soil, water, air, wildlife and our way of life 

 Bo les (for bacteria tes ng only) and collec on instruc ons may be picked up at the Converse County 
Conserva on District and the Coopera ve Extension Office in Douglas or the Town Hall in Glenrock.  Bo les 
will NOT  be available at  the Converse County Courthouse.       Water  samples  should be  taken as  close  to 
tes ng as possible. Please take the sample no earlier than the morning of Tuesday, October 25th. Glenrock 
samples dropped off outside of  the  collec on  me will not be accepted.    If you wish  to have your water    
tested  on‐site for nitrates, pH and hardness you must bring a separate water sample in a clean container (i.e. 
mason jar).  Do not use a bacteria sample bo le for these tests. 

  This  FREE program  is  available only  to Converse County  residents. Water  samples  taken  from  city   
water  supplies  will  not  be  accepted  for  tes ng.   We  will  test  ONLY  rural  water  wells  used  for  human           
consump on. 

 If you have any ques ons, contact the Converse County Conserva on District office. 

Converse County Conservation District Fall Well Water Testing Day 
Tuesday  -  October 25, 2022 

Converse County Courthouse, Douglas 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Glenrock Town Hall, Glenrock 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

FALL WELL WATER TESTING DAY 

Converse County Conservation District 

911 S. Windriver Drive 

Douglas, WY 82633 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


