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TUESDAY  -  MAY 17, 2022 

FREE 
For Converse County Residents 

Converse County Courthouse 
9 a.m.—12 p.m. 

Glenrock Town Hall 
1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Bottles (for bacteria testing only) and collection instructions may be picked 
up after May 2nd at the Converse County Conservation District, in the      
hallway outside the Converse County Clerks Office and at the Cooperative 
Extension Office in Douglas or the Town Hall in Glenrock.  Water samples 
should be taken as close to testing as possible.  Please take the sample no 
earlier than the morning of Tuesday, May 17th. Glenrock samples dropped 
off outside of the collection time will not be accepted.  If you wish to have 
your water tested on-site for nitrates, pH and hardness you must bring a 
separate water     sample in a clean container (i.e. mason jar).  Do not use a 
bacteria  sample  bottle for these tests. 

This program is available only to Converse County residents. Water       
samples taken from city water supplies will not be accepted for testing.  We 
will test ONLY rural water wells used for human consumption. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Converse County            
Conservation District at 307-624-3164.  
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE NON DISCRIMINATION POLICY 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, 
reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic         

information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment  activities.) 

Grazing Effects on Overall Plant Health by Douglas NRCS F.O. Staff 

Grazing and browsing by animals can impact an entire plant not just the visible defoliation of the leaves. The 
root system, the ability for the plant to produce food after defoliation, and the destination of the food       
products within the plant after defoliation can also be affected.  

Rangeland plants provide nutrients—proteins, starches and sugars—to grazing and browsing livestock and 
wildlife. These nutrients/products, also used by the plant itself, are produced through the photosynthetic   
process. Photosynthesis occurs only in green plant tissue and most readily in the tissue of live leaves. This 
means a plant becomes less able to produce food for itself and the grazing animals, at least temporarily, 
when its leaves are removed (defoliation) through grazing or harvesting. The products of photosynthesis are 
just as important to the plants that produced them as they are to animals that consume them. Like all other 
living things, plants need food to survive and grow. The food that plants make for themselves is used for   
major plant functions including surviving dormancy, growing new roots and leaves in the spring, and         
replacing leaves lost to grazing throughout the growing season.  

When a plant’s leaves are removed its roots can be detrimentally affected, both temporarily and long-term. 
Excessive defoliation has been proven to make the root system smaller. The impact of grazing utilization on 
root growth is illustrated in the picture below. A smaller root system can result in plants that have less access 
to water throughout the soil profile and decreased resistance to being pulled out of the soil. This leads to a 
plant that is less drought tolerant and resilient as 
well as a system that is at risk of greater soil ero-
sion over time.   

These combined effects create a plant that is slower 
to “bounce back” and at greater risk of mortality, 
when grazing utilization is taken too far and the 
plants ability to produce its vital food and nutrients 
greatly diminished. When making grazing         
management decisions, managers should consider 
these impacts and mitigate them to keep the stand 
of vegetation self-sustaining for the best benefits 
long-term. If the plants are considered only for one 
growing season and grazed beyond their ability to 
regrow, they will not be a resource to support    
grazing operations in the future. Practices that may 
help prevent this type of over-utilization can       
include a proper rest rotation among pasture units, 
or a more active grazing rotation throughout the 
growing season if resting a pasture per season is 
not feasible. 

The figure comes from an article entitled: Soil restoration: 5 Core Principles 

An interesting video that addresses some of this can be found on “Youtube” entitled: Response of              
Orchardgrass to Weekly and Monthly Defoliation by “KYForages.” 

Figure 1: Growth of both tops and roots 
is significantly impaired if more than 50 
percent of the green leaf is removed in a 
single grazing event. 
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Calibration 

Spring has finally arrived here in Converse County, and everyone is chomping at the bit to do things    
outside. Hopefully taking care of weeds is high on everyone’s priority list. But before getting the sprayer 
full of herbicide it is important to check your sprayer to make sure it works properly, and it is necessary 
to calibrate your sprayer to ensure the proper amount of chemical is being applied to the area.  

At the Weed and Pest, we often get calls with residents asking, “How much chemical do I put in my 
tank?” Our answer is “what is your sprayer calibrated at?” It doesn’t matter if you are spot spraying or 
using a multiple boom sprayer. Calibration will ensure you are applying the pesticide at a uniform rate to 
make sure you are effective in your weed control.  

Converse County Weed and Pest is more than glad to walk you through the calibration process or       
landowners can bring the empty sprayer to the Weed and Pest and we can get you calibrated here. If you 
have any additional question about weed control or calibration please feel free to call the Weed and Pest 
office at 307-358-2775. 

WHAT:  WYRED 2022 

WHEN: Monday June 13– Thursday June 16, 2022 

WHERE: H Diamond W Youth Camp 
        (NW of Thermopolis) 
WHO: Youth who have completed 8th grade-18 years 
 (Persons of any age may enter the Range Contest w/o attending camp) 
The deadline for early registration is May 16.  More information can be found at www.wyomingrangelands.org/wyred 

 
Scholarships to attend are available from CCCD.  Contact us for more information today!  

Converse County Conservation District is partnering with the Converse 
County Weed & Pest to bring you a new avenue of learning! We plan to 
shoot informational videos customized to Converse County. Our first 
video will be about planning a seeding, and ways to make that seeding 
successful. We’ll share the final project on our Facebook page and our 
website. We also are planning a video on how to calibrate a sprayer.  

Is there a topic you’d like more information on? We’ll plan a video for 
you! Let us know by calling 307.624.3145 or shoot an email to           
anna.gray@wy.nacdnet.net 
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OUR 75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION CONTINUES!   
Mark your calendar for our Annual BBQ and 

Awards Night to be held on July 21, 2022.  An 
extra special event is being planned for the 

anniversary.  You don’t want to miss it! 

Join us May-September for First Thursday’s 

in downtown Douglas.  We will have games, 

prizes, and some special anniversary swag! 
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USDA To Compensate Drought‐Stricken Ranchers for Above Normal Costs to Haul Livestock 
to Forage  
Due to the persistent drought condi ons in the Great Plains and West, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is 
offering addi onal relief through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm‐raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) to help ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage or other grazing acres. This policy      
enhancement complements previously announced ELAP compensa on for hauling feed to livestock.  ELAP livestock 
and feed hauling assistance is retroac ve for 2021 and will be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent years.    

   
ELAP Assistance Overview   
 
ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for losses due to disease, certain   
adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture. In addition to ELAP covering feed transportation 
costs where grazing and hay resources have been depleted, ELAP now also covers transportation costs associated with hauling livestock to 
feed sources This includes places where:   

  
Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor; or   
Drought intensity is D3 or greater.   

Additionally, FSA has updated ELAP policy to also cover water hauling in areas experiencing D2 for eight consecutive weeks, lowering the 
drought intensity threshold (previously D3) triggering the availability of this financial assistance.  

  
Eligibility   
To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred feed or livestock               
transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses to FSA, producers are encouraged to 
maintain good records and retain receipts and related documentation in the event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA 
County Committee.    
 
FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy  
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments 
(LDPs).  

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, 
peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without 
having to sell your commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, 
but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not       
available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 
 
FSA is now accepting requests for 2022 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests for loans and LDPs 
shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities.  

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed 
grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These    
certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of         
commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity 
certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.  

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local FSA Office before losing      
beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment limitations, actively engaged 
in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 
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ATTEND A CCCD BOARD MEETING 

The Converse County Conservation District holds Board Meetings the third Thursday 
of each month starting at 4:30 p.m.  We welcome your input, ideas, questions, and    

concerns regarding our projects and programs!  Meetings are open to the public      
pursuant to Wyoming Statute 16-4-403. 

Helping you protect soil, water, air, wildlife and our way of life 

Converse County Conservation District 

911 S. Windriver Drive 

Douglas, WY 82633 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza is spreading through Wyoming  
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) is a contagious virus that affects birds. It can be especially deadly to domestic poultry. While 
HPAI is communicable to both wild and domestic birds, at this point it has never been a concern for human health in the United States. So 
far the virus has been detected in Park, Sheridan, Fremont and Johnson counties, as well as Montana, Colorado, South Dakota and         
Nebraska.  

  

  

The NRCS State Agronomist has distributed information on biosecurity for USDA          
employees, but it is important for producers to be aware that they could spread disease 
to their own flocks. It would be best to avoid visiting friends’ or neighbors’ flocks. 
While bird to bird contact is the primary way for HPAI to spread, boots and tires could 
track the virus from one flock to another. The virus can also live in human nasal      
passages for up to five days.  

Wyoming Game and Fish Department notes that people should not touch or handle sick 
or dead birds if they find them, as HPAI is considered a zoonotic disease with the    

potential to infect humans. Additionally, people should not allow their domestic dogs or cats to feed on these birds.  

If you find sick or dead wild birds, or observe symptoms in your own flock, please contact the Wyoming Livestock Board at 307.777.8720, 
your local Game and Fish Department 307.473.3400, or report through APHIS’s toll-free number 1.866.536.7593 

Information Adapted from Catherine Hadley—NRCS WY State Agronimist, and the Wyoming Game and Fish Website 

Avian influenza can cause: coughing, sneezing, nasal discharge,  low energy and appetite, decreased 
production, misshapen and/or soft shelled eggs, incoordination, diarrhea and sudden death. Birds can 

experience sudden death even if they display no other symptoms.  


