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CELEBRATE STEWARDSHIP WEEK      
APRIL 25-MAY 2, 2021 

2022 marks the 67th year to celebrate NACD Stewardship Week! 

Education is a critical  element 
of the conservation effort at the 
local, state and national levels.  

Educating youth ensures that 
the next generation will be wise 
stewards of America’s natural 
resources. Helping today’s 
adults understand the need for   
effective  conservation practices 
builds on the conservation     
legacy. Through NACD’s     
Stewardship and Education    
efforts districts, educators and 
communities are helped to     
extend the reach of their         
education programs.  

Stewardship Week, celebrated 
annually between the last     

Sunday in April and the first Sunday in May, reminds us of our individual          
responsibilities to care for the natural resources upon which we all depend.  

2022 Stewardship Week focuses on soils with the theme “Healthy Soils: Healthy 
Life”.  Healthy soils are the foundation for all life on Earth.  Soil is an important 
resource for everything from human health to agriculture to water filtration.  The 
imperative benefit of healthy soil is food production.  Healthy soils also gives us 
clean air and water, plentiful crops and forests, diverse wildlife and beautiful   
landscapes.  It is important that each of us recognize where our food comes from 
and the farmers and ranchers who are dedicated to using responsible land   
management practices to ensure a sustainable food supply and healthy land and 
soil for future generations.  

2022 Stewardship Week materials are now available for FREE electronic    
download.  CCCD is happy to print any of the materials you wish to use in your 
classroom, church and club activities or for personal use.  Visit our website to 
see the materials available for this years’ Stewardship Week celebration. 

 

2022 POSTER CONTEST 

Converse County Conservation District is excited to be sponsoring the 2022 
Poster Contest using the theme “Healthy Soil: Healthy Life”.  The poster contest 
is open to all public, private, and homeschooled students in grades K-12. 

Awards (including monetary) and special recognition will be given to students 
with winning poster submissions.  Local winners will be eligible for WACD’s State 
Poster Contest.  Submission deadline will be May 13, 2022.  Visit the Education 
tab at www.conserveconverse.org for official rules and guidelines for the contest. 
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Mark Your Calendar 

Well Water Testing Day is   

tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, 

May 17, 2022. Watch the next 

newsletter for all the details! 

 

Print Correction  

In our previous newsletter 
Cade Cozzens was listed 
as winning first place at 

state. Gracelyn is the    
student who took first 

place at state in the K-1 
division. I apologize for 

the error.  

Please take a moment to 
enjoy Gracelyn’s excellent 

poster.  

 

~Anna 

Poster Submitted by Gracelyn Holden, Winner 
of the WACD Grade K-1 Division 

CCCD Joins NACD to Announce 2021 Poster Contest Winner 

The National Association of Conservation      
Districts (NACD), in partnership with the NACD 
Auxiliary, announced the winners of the 2021 
Poster Contest during the 76th NACD Annual 
Meeting in Orlando, FL and CCCD is thrilled to 
share that Douglas homeschool student, Abigail 
Ostrander, won the 4-6 Grade Division. 

The poster contest, open to current students 
from kindergarten through 12th grade,               
celebrated the 2021 NACD Stewardship theme, 
“Healthy Forests and Healthy Communities.” 

“This year’s contest winners creatively captured 
the beauty and importance of conservation and 
those working to help protect our natural         
resources,” said NACD Auxiliary President      
Karen Smart. “These posters are representations 

of the “Healthy Forests and Healthy Communities” theme brought to life through art, promoting the 
impact forests and communities have on each other’s continued health.” 

Abigail has received cash prizes from CCCD, WACD and the NACD Auxiliary. Congratulations!! 

2022 Seedling Tree Program Orders 

The 2022 seedling tree order period is quickly coming to a close. Many species have sold out and availability 
is changing frequently. If you are considering ordering seedling trees to plant this spring, you are encouraged 
to call our office or visit our website for species availability. If you need assistance developing a planting 
plan or selecting species that will grow best with your soil type, contact Anna. The deadline for placing     
orders is April 14, 2022.   

A note to those of you who have ordered trees or plants—they will be available for pick up on May 5, 2022. 
Please watch your mail for a reminder which will include the details on pick up times and location. 
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CONVERSE COUNTY WEED AND PEST  

!!ATTENTION!! 
MARCH 15TH IS THE LAST DAY YOU 
CAN PUT OUT ROZOL PRAIRIE DOG 

BAIT.  

PLEASE COME IN AND GET YOUR 
ROZOL IF YOU NEED IT.  MUST 
HAVE A VALID APPLICATORS          

LICENSE. 

 

Need a summer job or know 
someone that does? 

Converse County Weed and Pest is 
hiring for our 2022 seasonal spray 
technician positions. We are     
seeking enthusiastic, energetic, 
and hard-working  individuals with 
a passion for the outdoors. Please 
come in to the office at 59 Highway 
59 and get an application or call us 
at 307-358-2775.  

Applicants must be 18 years of age 

or older.  

Celebrating 75 Years of Natural Resource Conservation in 2022 
 
 
This is an excerpt of the first of a series of articles that will be published in 2022 to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of Converse County Conservation District. 

Converse County Conservation District celebrates its 75th anniversary in 2022!   

 
Conservation districts originated as a result of the Dust Bowl of the early 1930’s.  The Soil Erosion Service (later changed 
to the Soil Conservation Service—now the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)) was established in 1933.  
The following spring a great dust storm blew out of the Great Plains with such force that sand particles passed over    
Washington D.C. and blew 300 miles out into the Atlantic Ocean.  It has been estimated that more than 300 million tons of 
soil were blown off the Great Plains during this era.  Congress, realizing that only active, voluntary support from the     
landowners would guarantee the success of conservation work on private land, unanimously passed legislation declaring 
soil & water conservation a national policy & priority in 1935.  In the fall of 1935, the first SCS employee was appointed to 
Wyoming.  The legislation authorizing the Wyoming Soil Conservation Act was signed by Governor Smith on March 5, 
1941.  This act was copied by several other states because of its many “far-sighted features for the saving of land & water 
resources.”  The Glenrock Soil Conservation District was chartered on April 22, 1947 and the LaPrele Soil Conservation 
District was chartered on June 3, 1947.  The Converse County Conservation District (CCCD) formed from a combination 
of the Upper Cheyenne River Soil Conservation District (June 5, 1951) & the LaPrele-Glenrock Soil and Water               

Conservation Districts (February 19, 1963) and was granted a state charter on October 23, 1979. 

 
The first appropriation for the use of conservation districts in Wyoming was from the Wyoming State Legislature in 1967.  
This $250 per district helped the district board accomplish things they had not been able to do in the past.  Today,       
Converse County Conservation District operations & projects are funded by a county mill levy with additional funds coming 
from grants as well as state and federal funding.  When the three Soil and Water Conservation Districts joined to form 
CCCD in 1979, the board met in the homes of the members, there was no district manager, & they had very little if any 
budget to work with.  Today CCCD is housed in the USDA Service Center in Douglas and the staff consists of a district 
manager and a program specialist who, along with the 5 members of the board of supervisors, oversee the district budget, 

programs and education activities. 

 
The CCCD invites you to celebrate 75 years of conservation work in Converse County with us throughout 2022.  If you 
have stories or pictures of district projects through the years or if you or a family member served as a supervisor on the 
board, Michelle would love to hear from you!  We wouldn’t be where we are today without your support and involvement 
and can’t wait to celebrate our anniversary with you and the community! Announcements of special events, giveaways and 

more are coming! 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE NON DISCRIMINATION POLICY 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender 
identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 
program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment  
activities.) 

Hello! My name is Kaitlin Hasler, and I am going to be starting as the new District      
Conservationist (DC) in Douglas on April 11th, 2022. I am excited to start in   
Converse County and to meet you all very soon. 
I was born and raised in Eastern Oregon where I enjoyed a childhood on a ranch 
at the base of the Eagle Cap mountains. We didn’t bother to have a lawn and we 
had cattle that would graze right around the house! It was a favorite pass-time 
for my brother and I to climb our crab apple tree and shake down apples for the 
cattle to eat; one polled Hereford, in particular, was always appreciative enough 
to let us give her head     scratches while she enjoyed her treat. My family moved 
south to the small farming and ranching community of Vale when I was about 10 
years old where I was very active in    4-H and FFA.  
I went to school first and University of Reno (UNR) and then transferred after my 
first year to Utah State University (USU) when UNR cut the AG degrees they 
were offering by over half. I was originally going to be a large animal veterinarian 
but after I walked into the Quinney College of Natural  
Resources at USU I knew my true passions were            
elsewhere and I changed my major to Wildlife Biology, 
and I took any extra courses I could on Range              
Management during that time as well.  
I graduated in May of 2013 and like many natural          
resource managers went through a myriad of seasonal 
positions before I got a permanent position. I have 
worked for many of the other agencies, including the 
BLM, USFS, NPS and private sector    before I started as a 
partner biologist for Ducks Unlimited at the NRCS office in 
Lakeview, OR where I eventually became a soil               
conservationist. My background there covered everything from wetland wildlife, 

Sage grouse and Mule deer habitat work, to forestry and irrigation practices. I left Lakeview after five years 
there to become the DC in Laramie/Albany County where I am currently at. I love it here, but housing has 
been very difficult to find for me and my three dogs and my Fiancé, Willie, has recently started a horse      
training business in Casper. Therefore, the transition to Douglas was a better fit for us on a personal level.   
I look forward to meeting and working with you all very soon. 

NRCS Announces New District Conservationist for Converse County 

Visit www.conserveconverse.org/current-news for a quick synopsis of current/forecast snowpack 
conditions, snowpack/soil water equivalents, precipitation/snowfall forecasts and temperature 
trends with added maps and graphics. Weekly updates are prepared by Jim Fahey, Wyoming 
NRCS Hydrologist.  
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NATRONA/CONVERSE FARM SERVICE AGENCY 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of address, zip code, 
phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office. You should also report    
changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes 
to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the County 
Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your Natrona County USDA Service Center at 307-261-5436 Ex2. 
 

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring planting should make an 
appointment with the Natrona County Farm Service Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline. 
An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and   
timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can 
prevent the loss of benefits. 

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because 
of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact the Natrona County FSA office 
to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to 
the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date 
for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of 
the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Natrona County FSA office at 1-307-261-5436 Ex2 
 

https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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ATTEND A CCCD BOARD MEETING 

The Converse County Conservation District holds Board Meetings the third Thursday 
of each month starting at 4:30 p.m.  We welcome your input, ideas, questions, and    

concerns regarding our projects and programs!  Meetings are open to the public     
pursuant to Wyoming Statute 16-4-403. 

Helping you protect soil, water, air, wildlife and our way of life 

Converse County Conservation District 

911 S. Windriver Drive 

Douglas, WY 82633 

 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Planning a spring seeding? 

The key to a successful seeding is having a good plan. If you need help with planning, your local conservation district, 
and NRCS will be happy to assist you. You should always outline your goals for a seeding by asking yourself a few 
questions. What is your main objective for this seeding? Examples may include erosion control, improved forage for 
livestock or wildlife, to reduce wildfire hazards, to attract pollinators, or even just to improve aesthetics. The second 
question is, will this seeding be practical? If you want species that won’t grow here or to attract a pollinator that doesn’t 
live here you will not be pleased with the outcome of your project.  

Once you have asked and answered these questions, you can move on to selecting your seed. If you have questions 
about what species are suited for our area, the local NRCS has helped many producers select a mix that will succeed 
here.  

Site preparation is one of the most important steps to ensuring a successful seeding. An ideal seedbed would be     
weed-free, level, firm and moist prior to planting.  

Once you have decided on your seed and prepared your site, it's time to get seed in the soil! Seeding method is       
determined partially by what is practical, and also by the methods you have available. Broadcast seeding is one of the 
most common methods of seeding. Seed can be broadcast with a machine or by hand. Some advantages of broadcast 
seeding are that you can cover a large area in a relatively short amount of time, the equipment is usually readily      
available and that you can seed pretty rugged   terrain. Drilled seeding is considered by many to be the most efficient 
and effective seeding method. Some advantages of drilled seeding include good seed to soil contact as well as more    
uniform depth and emergence. Some disadvantages include needing a relatively level surface, and a seeding drill can be 
an expensive piece of specialized equipment. For Converse County residents, the  District has two no till-drills available 
to rent. A large great plains drill that is towable by a 75 hp tractor, and a small Kasco Versa drill that is towable by an 
ATV or UTV.  

Hopefully this article has helped if you’re planning a seeding this spring. If you have any questions please contact the 
office and we’ll be happy to help out.  




