
Www.conserveconverse.org 

C
C

C
D

 E
X

P
R

E
S

S
 

C
O

N
V

E
R

S
E

 
C

O
U

N
T

Y
 

C
O

N
S

E
R

V
A

T
I

O
N

 
D

I
S

T
R

I
C

T
 

Volume 25, Issue 1 

January/February 2022  

 

Converse Sweeps The Poster Contest! 
For more then 50 years, the National Association of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) has sponsored a national program to encourage natural resources 
stewardship. The program relies in large part on conservation districts as 
they share and promote stewardship and conservation activities year-round 
and during Stewardship Week, the last Sunday in April to the first Sunday in 
May. The theme for NACD's 2021 Stewardship Week was "Healthy Soils, 
Healthy Communities"  Converse County Conservation District hosts a poster 
contest for students, and the winners at the county level are sent on to  
compete against students all over the state. Our incredibly talented youth 
won first place in all the grade categories we submitted posters in. These 
posters will go on to compete at the national level, and we are rooting for 
them to win that contest too!   

Congratulations again to the wonderful youth of our community who      
submitted posters in our contest. We would love to see even more entries 

this upcoming year.  The District will host  
another contest for Stewardship week with 
entries due in May. The Theme will be 
“Healthy Soil: Healthy Life”. Look for more 
details about entering in our March/April 
Newsletter!  

Poster Submitted by Ava Ostrander, 
winner of the Grade 7-9 Division 

Poster Submitted by Abigail Ostrander, 
Winner of the Grade 4-6 Division 

Poster Submitted by Averie Cozzens, 
Winner of the Grade 2-3 Division 

Poster Submitted by Gracelyn Holden, Winner of 
the Grade K-1 Division 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE’S EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY POLICY 

The U.S. Department  of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual          
orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

NRCS Snowpack Report 

 Wyoming’s snowpack/Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) is 70% of the median. Last year the state was at 79%, 
and at 175% in 2019. The Cheyenne and Lower 
North Platte basins covering Converse County are 
above last year’s percentages. Percentages are still 
below normal compared to average; however, 
these conditions could become more favorable as 
winter precipitation continues. The county has 
seen improvement in the drought conditions from 
this time last year. Considering all the               
hydrological factors, it points to a below average 
to possible near average runoff across Wyoming 
for next year. However, it is still too early to make         
definitive volume forecasts for the Spring 2022        
runoff---especially since basins east of the       
continental divide usually receive 50 – 65% of 
their moisture during the middle of March through 
early June. A lot can happen and change between 
now and next spring before the annual snowmelt 
runoff begins. A moderate meteorological         

“La Nina” is forecasted to continue through the winter months. This ENSO pattern historically favors higher 
amounts of snow across the northern basins in Wyoming. NRCS Snow reports are posted on the District   
website under the current news tab, and more information and SNOTEL sites can be found on the NRCS    
National Water and Climate Center Website https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/  
 

 

 SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT AS PERCENT OF MEDIAN 

 

Basin 12/21/2021 12/14/2021 12/7/2021 12/21/2020 12/21/2019 

Cheyenne 64 74 48 56 134 

Lower North Platte 56 59 42 33 175 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/
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FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy 
 
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs). 
MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after 
harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may 
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar 
and extra-long staple cotton. 
FSA is now accepting requests for 2022 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests 
for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities. 
Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for wheat, up-
land cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soy-
beans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or ad-
justed world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immedi-
ately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity certificates are not 
subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions. 
To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local FSA Of-
fice before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when payment 
is requested. 
Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment limita-
tions, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds 
$900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn 
a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 
For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your Natrona County USDA Service 
Center at 307-261-5436 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Changes to the WACD Board 

Stan Mitchem, the chairman to our board, has stepped 
down from serving as an Area 2 director on the Wyoming 
Association of Conservation Districts 
board. Stan served on the board for 7  

years. Thank you for the time you 
spent shaping the direction of       

conservation on a state level Stan. 
Converse will still continue to work in shaping these policies 

though! Sharon Lovitt, the secretary/treasurer of our board has 
been sworn in as a new Area 2 director for WACD. We            

appreciate the work and time you’ll be putting in Sharon! 

Converse County Conservation District will have 
been serving this community for 75 years in 
2022! We’re so excited to commemorate   
working with all of the amazing residents of this 
county. Keep watch for plans for an event to 
mark the occasion! We’ll be sure to invite    
everyone to celebrate with us!  

http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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ATTEND A CCCD BOARD MEETING 

The Converse County Conservation District holds Board Meetings the third Thursday 
of each month starting at 4:30 p.m.  We welcome your input, ideas, questions, and    

concerns regarding our projects and programs!  Meetings are open to the public      
pursuant to Wyoming Statute 16-4-403. 

Helping you protect soil, water, air, wildlife and our way of life 

Converse County Conservation District 

911 S. Windriver Drive 

Douglas, WY 82633 

          RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Converse County Weed & Pest Grower’s Meeting Recap 
If you missed the Converse County Weed & Pest meeting have no fear! We were there and are   

happy to share all of the great information they provide with you. CCWP hosts this meeting every 
year in December to keep producers current with the latest helpful information on weed and pest 
management. Even if you don’t need to renew your license, it’s a great opportunity to learn about 

changes in laws, or new management strategies to get the most out of your land.  

Sainfoin—A local producer discussed with the crowd his experience with sainfoin. Some notable 
take-aways are that Alfalfa weevils leave sainfoin alone, that sainfoin requires less water than alfalfa, 

and to get a successful stand you need to inoculate the seed.  

Alfalfa weevil resistance—Zeta-cypermethrin (Mustang Maxx, Fury) is a bee-friendly chemical        
frequently used for control of alfalfa weevil. Weevils are beginning to build up resistance to this 

chemical to the point that it could become ineffective to spray in the future. Chlorpyrifos (Govern, 
Whirlwind, Lorsban) has been banned by the EPA. The last date for sale is February 22nd.  

Cheatgrass control—A representative from Bayer chemical attended the meeting to inform us about 
Rejuvra, a chemical that they have developed for cheatgrass control. Rejuvra prevents cheatgrass 

from germinating, which allows it to be applied beginning in early July. Rejuvra is designed to last in 
the soil for five years, to deplete the seed bank. This new chemical is very promising for a new  

method of long-lasting control of cheatgrass, medusahead, ventenata, sandbur and many other      
annual grasses.  

Prairie Dogs– The last day to apply Rozol for prairie dog control is March 15th.  

If you have any questions about this information, need to renew your applicators license, or about 
pest control on your place, the Weed and Pest can be contacted at 307.358.2775 


