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2022 Conservation Planting Order Forms 
Available Now 

The 2022 Conservation Planting Order Form is now available on the Converse 
County Conservation District website.  We are excited to be offering many tree 
and shrub varieties as well as perennial plant species (available for individual 
purchase). Several species are expected to sell out quickly so you are             
encouraged to order as early as possible.  If you are looking for something that 
you don’t see on the order form, give us a call and we will try to find what you 
are looking for. Technical assistance and cost-share for windbreak design are 
also available by calling CCCD. 

Nurseries are still dealing with staffing and supply effects of Covid-19.  As a 
result, our seedling tree order will only be available on our website this year.  
Species availability changes daily and it isn’t feasible for us to print and include 
an order form in this newsletter. 

As was the case last year, XL pots will be in somewhat short supply.  Bareroot 
and tube stock will make up the bulk of what is offered this season. 

The Seedling Tree tab on our website includes links to tree and plant species 
information from drop down menus or directly from the order form itself.  The 
order form will be updated daily to reflect current availability. Everything can 
be viewed on our website at www.conserveconverse.org.   

You can’t place your order from the website but the process is still easy!  Print 
your completed order form and submit it by mail to 911 S. Windriver Drive in 
Douglas, e-mail it to anna.gray@wy.nacdnet.net or make an appointment to 
bring it into our office.  Payment by credit card is strongly encouraged but we 
will also accept cash or check.  Remember, we cannot finalize your order until 
payment is received in full. 

Seedling trees and plants provided from the nurseries are not graded based on 
their aesthetic value.  When sorting species to be distributed, the nursery’s    
primary focus is on the plants ability to survive transit and their ability to      
survive installation, not on their visual appeal.  Plant materials are for use in 
conservation and restoration applications 
such as protective windbreaks or shelter-
belts for livestock, living snow fences or 
wildlife habitats and reforestation of land 
after a natural disaster.  In more urban 
environments, some uses may include 
planting to shade homes to provide     
energy savings, modifying landscapes to 
incorporate native species with a goal of reducing water usage, creating a      
pollinator habitat or as a response to insect/disease in current tree populations. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE’S EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY POLICY 

The U.S. Department  of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual          
orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Wyoming NRCS is accepting Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Applications. Farmers, Ranchers and 
landowners will want to plan ahead and sign up early for USDA conservation funding. Wyoming NRCS accepts        
applications for these programs year-round, farmers, ranchers and landowners should apply by the Nov. 22 ranking 
date to be considered for this year’s funding. If you apply after the program ranking date, Wyoming NRCS will            
automatically consider your application during the next funding cycle. 

EQIP is the primary program available to farmers and landowners for farm and woodland conservation work, offering 
payments for over 120 basic conservation practices. Last year, Wyoming received over $14 million in funds for EQIP 
practices. 

All eligible applications received by Nov. 22, 2021, will be evaluated, prioritized and ranked for funding in 2022.         
Producers may contact their local USDA Service Center to get started on producer eligibility and planning. Those who 
are interested in practices that may require permits, such as manure storage or streambank restoration, should begin 
planning and seeking permits as soon as possible. 

Sign up also includes several special initiatives focusing on conservation efforts. Sign-up opportunities are now 
open for all ranking pools for EQIP, AMA and RCPP. Special initiatives are also available for Beginning Farmer, Socially 
Disadvantaged and other historically underserved customers at increased payment rates. High Priority Practices and 
identified Source Water Protection areas for Wyoming also have increased payment rates for the EQIP program.      
Additional focuses include On-Farm Energy Improvements, Organic Certification, High Tunnel Systems (Hoop House), 
Soil Health Improvements, and Source Water Protection. 

Working Lands for Wildlife – Sage Grouse Initiative: NRCS launched the Sage Grouse Initiative (SGI) in 2010 as a 
highly targeted and science-based landscape approach to proactively conserve sage-grouse and sustain the working 
rangelands that support western ranching economies. This innovative partnership of ranchers, agencies, universities, 
non-profit groups and businesses all embrace a common vision – achieving wildlife conservation through sustainable 
ranching. Visit sagegrouseinitiative.com to learn more about the partnership.  

Regional Conservation Partnership Program:  The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) promotes 
coordination between NRCS and its partners to deliver conservation assistance to producers and landowners. NRCS 
provides assistance to producers through partnership agreements and through program contracts or easement       
agreements. Current active projects include Popo Agie Watershed Health and Securing the Grass Highway for         
Wyoming Migrations. 

Agricultural Management Assistance Program: Helps agricultural producers use conservation to manage risk and 
address natural resource issues through natural resources conservation. 

Landowners interested in applying for EQIP funding should contact their local NRCS office at the USDA Service Center 
for their county. For more information, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov. Producers interested in implementing conservation 
practices to improve natural resources on their private agricultural land have until Monday, November 22, 2021 
to submit applications for the 2022 funding cycle. 

Producers must have farm records current with the Farm Service Agency and submit a complete program      
application to NRCS to be considered for financial assistance.  

When visiting with NRCS staff about the programs, landowners are encouraged to inquire about NRCS’ comprehensive 
conservation plans. The Agency continually strives to put conservation planning at the forefront of its programs and  
initiatives. Conservation plans provide landowners with a comprehensive inventory and assessment of their resources, 
as well as an appropriate start to improving the quality of soil, water, air, plants, and wildlife on their land. 

Contact the Douglas NRCS Office at 307-358-3050 or 911 S Windriver Dr. Douglas WY 82633. 

                              ~Evan Trotter 
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Interesting Facts About Trees 
Trees are the longest living organisms on the planet and one of the earth's greatest natural resources. They keep our air 

supply clean, reduce noise pollution, improve water quality, help prevent erosion, provide food and building materials, 

create shade, and help make our landscapes look beautiful. Here are some more thought-provoking facts and figures 

about our oldest living treasures...trees! 

 Well-maintained trees and shrubs can increase property value by up to 14%. 

 Trees properly placed around buildings can reduce air conditioning needs by 30% 

 A mature tree removes almost 70 times more pollution than a newly planted tree. 

 A healthy tree can have a value of up to $10,000. 

 The shade and wind buffering provided by trees reduces annual heating and 
cooling costs by 2.1 billion dollars. 

 Each average-sized tree provides an estimated $7 savings in annual                 
environmental benefits, including energy conservation and reduced pollution. 

 A single tree produces approximately 260 pounds of oxygen per year. That 
means two mature trees can supply enough oxygen annually to support a family of 
four! 

 Water originating in our national forests provide drinking water for over 3400 
communities, and approximately 60 million individuals. 

 One tree can absorb as much carbon in a year as a car produces while driving 
26,000 miles. 

 Over the course its life, a single tree can absorb one ton of carbon dioxide. 

 An average American uses about 750 pounds of paper every year, and 95% of 
homes are built using wood. That means each person uses the equivalent of one 100 foot tall, 16 inch diameter, tree    
every year for their paper and wood product needs. 

 About one third of the United States of America is covered by forests. 

DON’T FORGET THE PLANTING SUPPLIES 

Weed Barrier—Lumite is one of the most popular and strongest weed barriers.  It works well under rocks and gravel in landscaping or left uncovered 
under trees for plant growing.  It is a woven black fabric that cuts easily and is smooth on both sides.  It is the most effective, most affordable and most 
durable weed barrier.  It is a 3.0-ounce-per-square-yard woven polypropylene fabric with green guide stripes.  It is guaranteed to last at least 5 years in 
direct sunlight but typically it will last 8-12 years in sunlight and indefinitely in shade.  Sold in 6’ X 300’ rolls—$120.00 each 

Organic Polymers—Polymers are specifically designed to improve the capability of soils to hold water and plant nutrients in horticultural applications.  
Upon contact with water, the polymer crystals swell, absorbing hundreds of times their weight.  When added to the soil, plant roots grow through the 
polymer, where they are able to extract the stored water and nutrients as needed.  This controlled release of water and nutrients aids plants in achiev-
ing optimal moisture conditions for maximum plant growth. Sold in 1# bags.  Poly Granules-$13.00/bag 

Evergreen Tree Protectors—Evergreen Tree Protectors are 2 sided mesh with metal stakes that protect your evergreen seedlings from sunlight and 
wind in their early years.  Once trees grow taller than the protector, it may be removed.  **2022 availability unknown at this time** 

Fertilizer Tablets—Compressed, nutrient-rich tablets supply all the nitrogen, phosphorus and potash needed by seedlings for two years after         
transplanting.  Also contain magnesium, sulfur and iron.  Greater amounts of nutrients are released during the active growing season when bacterial 
activity is greatest.  Very little is released during the cool, dormant season.  Seedling roots mass around the tablet to absorb released nutrients, allow-
ing less fertilizer to leach away.  Convenient tablets make it easy to control the amount of fertilizer and prevent seedlings from being “burned”.                  
50 Tablets—$8.00 
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NAP 2022 

Due to COVID, we were in this same staffing situation at this time last year and it made signing up for NAP a 
challenge.  The deadline to sign up is December 1, 2021.  Please get your checks in early.  You will need to 
mail them.  We do not have a secure drop off location at our office and the office is closed to visitors.  Please 
make your checks payable to CCC (Commodity Credit Corporation) for $325.00 per crop i.e. native grass, 
and forage grass. Our mailing address is: 

                                    Natrona/Converse County FSA 
                                    5880 Enterprise Drive, Suite 100 
                                    Casper, WY 82609 

If you’re a socially disadvantaged woman or company declaring socially disadvantaged status, please contact 
our office to be sure your application has been processed for 2022. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact our office at 307-261-5436. 

USDA Expands Assistance to Cover Feed Transportation Costs for Drought-Impacted 
Ranchers 

In response to the severe drought condi ons in the West and Great Plains, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
has announced its plans to help cover the cost of transpor ng feed for livestock that rely on grazing. USDA is upda ng 
the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm‐Raised Fish Program (ELAP) to immediately cover feed 
transporta on costs for drought impacted ranchers. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide more details and 
tools to help ranchers get ready to apply at their local USDA Service Center at fsa.usda.gov/elap. 

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees, and farm‐raised fish for losses due to 
disease, certain adverse weather events or loss condi ons as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture.  

ELAP already covers the cost of hauling water during drought, and this change will expand the program beginning in 
2021 to cover feed transporta on costs where grazing and hay resources have been depleted. This includes places 
where: 

Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecu ve weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor;  

Drought intensity is D3 or greater; or  
USDA has determined a shortage of local or regional feed availability. 

 
To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred feed    

transporta on costs on or a er Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self‐cer fy losses and expenses to FSA, producers 

are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documenta on in the event these documents 

are requested for review by the local FSA County Commi ee. The deadline to file an applica on for payment for the 

2021 program year is Jan. 31, 2022. 

 



Converse County Conservation District staff will be out of 
the office November 29 through December 1 to attend the 
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts Annual 
Convention in Cody, WY.  We plan to return to the office 
on Thursday, December 2 providing the weather is good 
enough for travel. We look forward to assisting you upon 
our return. 
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Converse County Weed and Pest      
Annual Grower’s Meeting will be held 
December 15th, 2021, at the Wyoming 
State Fairgrounds in the McKibben   
Cafeteria. A flyer will be mailed out with 
the time of registration and   meeting. If 
you are interested in recertifying your 
Private Applicator license or are in need 
of a new Private Applicators license 

please the call the Weed and Pest Office at 307-358-2775 to get 
put on the list to receive the flyer for the meeting.  

 

 

11—Veteran’s Day (office closed) 

18—CCCD Board Meeting 

25-26—Thanksgiving Holiday (office closed) 

29-Dec. 1—WACD Convention 

 

 

16—CCCD Board Meeting 

24—Christmas recognized (office closed) 

A Note from the District Manager: 

Happy Fall! As always seems to happen at this time of the year, field season ends and meeting season begins.  With the 
number of meetings being scheduled and the upcoming holidays, our office will be closed a few times in the next couple of 
months. Since our office is housed in the USDA Service Center, we are also at the mercy of federal staffing guidelines 
which is currently at 25%.  One of the CCCD staff is in the office during business hours and we remain committed to     
assisting you with any of your conservation needs. 

I also wanted to let you know that NRCS is still going through their process to fill the vacant District Conservationist      
position in Douglas. I will update you as soon as there is more information to share.                                             ~Michelle 
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ATTEND A CCCD BOARD MEETING 

The Converse County Conservation District holds Board Meetings the third Thursday 
of each month starting at 4:30 p.m.  We welcome your input, ideas, questions, and    

concerns regarding our projects and programs!  Meetings are open to the public      
pursuant to Wyoming Statute 16-4-403. 

Helping you protect soil, water, air, wildlife and our way of life 

Converse County Conservation District 
911 S. Windriver Drive 
Douglas, WY 82633 
 
          RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


