2020 Conservation Planting Order Forms
Available Now

Although tree planting for next spring may be far from your thoughts, now is the
time to begin planning. Poorly planned planting sites often result in excessive tree
loss, poor species selection, improper placement, lack of desired function and
unhappy landowners.
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All too often, landowners wait until March or April to begin the planning process.
This late planning generally results in numerous problems encountered by the
prospective tree planter.

Research and practical experience demonstrate the importance of fall site
. | preparation. The semi-arid climate of the Great Plains often results in dry spring
| conditions. Fall fallowing will increase the probability that you will have adequate
soil moisture at planting time. In addition, grass and other vegetation is given time
to degrade which will improve soil. This will make it much easier to properly
plant your trees the following spring. Also, fabric mulch applications are generally
easier on sites that have been fallowed.

Do it right the first time! If you are going to invest your time and money on a tree
planting project, call the District and we can provide you with all the information
you need.

The 2020 Conservation Planting Order Form is enclosed in this issue. We are
excited to be offering many tree and shrub varieties as well as perennial plant
species (now available for individual purchase). Several species are expected to
sell out quickly so you are encouraged to order as early as possible. If you are
looking for something that you don’t see on the order form, give us a call and we
will try to find what you are looking for. Technical assistance and cost-share for
windbreak design are also available by calling CCCD.

See page three for a species spotlight on a few Wyoming natives. Two excellent
pollinator plants, and a solid shade tree would be first-rate additions to your place.
Check out the pictures of Blanket flowers, Wild Bergamot, and Bur Oak.

Seedling Tree Container Sizes |The 2020 Order Form has a
new look. Do not hesitate to

(does not apply to bare root orders) contact us if you have any
questions on ordering.

We are pleased to announce
that we can take a credit card

as payment!

If you are interested in
ordering a specific species
that you don’t see on our
order form, ask us and we
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Large Tube Perel‘mials These trees are sold will try to find it for you!
57 to 12” top height individually and top
height varies. “The best time to plant a tree
Individual Tube Size Pot Size is twenty years ago. The
77X 27 6" X 6.5 second best time is now”
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2020 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

Signups for the 2020 cycle for conservation programs such as EQIP and CSP have not been announced at this time.
Congress is in the process of finalizing rules for all conservation programs included in the 2018 Farm Bill. There will
undoubtedly be some changes to the conservation programs included in the 2018 Farm Bill, so stay tuned to the usual Ag
media outlets for announcements concerning the availability of these programs. The NRCS will continue to currently
take applications for the conservation programs which will fall under the forth coming new rules and policies. If you
have questions about the 2018 Farm Bill conservation programs don’t hesitate to contact FSA office in Casper at 261-
5436 or the NRCS field office in Douglas at 624-3163.

CONVERSE/NATRONA FARM SERVICE AGENCY NEWS

Natrona and Converse County Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk Protection Coverage Before
Crop Sales Deadlines

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk protection options,
including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop
deadline of December 1, 2019.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP
covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available,
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery,
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting https:/
webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuariallnformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers
also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the cover-
age levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the
average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to
exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available
at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact the Natrona/Converse County FSA office at 307-
261-5436 or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, zip code, phone num-
ber, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes in
your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers
participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County
Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE'S EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY POLICY

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual

orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large

prmt audlotape etc) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a plaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten
g, 1400 Independ Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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2020 Conservation Planting Species Spotlights

Bur Oak

Bur Oaks are a very hardy deciduous tree that is native to North America. They are slow growing, and in the heart of their natural range
can reach up to 100ft tall. The largest bur oak in Wyoming is in Cody, after one-hundred years of growth, the tree has reached the stately
height of 65 feet. This tree will take a few years to establish itself, in it’s early years it will look like a small upside down pyramid. As time
goes by, the tree will progress into a magnificent shade tree. The Bur oak will develop strong branches, and a stout trunk that will stand up
to Wyoming's famous wind. This tree will provide excellent shade when it matures, and will have a long lifespan. Bur Oaks live up to the
quote, “Someone is sitting in the shade today, because someone planted a tree a long time ago.” The acorns that bur oaks produce are
preferred by a wide selection of wildlife, including deer, fowl, rabbits and more.

Height: 50°-60°

Spread: 25°-30°

Water Needs: Drought hardy once established, regular watering when young
Exposure: Full Sun

Availability in nurseries: Common

Growth Rate: Slow, with gains of 12” or less per year

Soil: Bur oaks will do well in a wide variety of soils, including acidic, alkaline,
loamy, sandy, well drained, wet, and clay soils.

Native Range: Midwest, Native to the Black Hills of WY

Plant Family: Fagaceae

Wild Bergamot Blanket Flower
Height: 1.0-3.0° This plant is a bee and butterfly friendly addition to your
Spread: .75’-1’ garden. It will produce showy red and yellow flowers from June
Water needs: Medium to August. They are low-maintenance plants, that will thrive in
Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade poor soils. This flower is resistant to wildlife, and provides
Availability in nurseries: Common lovely cut flowers for display in your home.

Native range: North America (WY native)
Plant family: Lamiaceae

Height: .75°-1°
Spread: .75’-1’
Water needs: Dry to
Medium

Exposure: Full Sun
Availability in
nurseries: Common
Native range: Western [
and Northern U.S. (WY &%

Wild Bergamot is a pollinator paradise,
an attractive plant to bees, butterflies,
and hummingbirds. Enjoy the pink and ~ £%
purple blooms from mid-summer, all the =%
way through to autumn. This is an easy ;
to grow flower, that is resistant to deer * i
and rabbits. The leaves smell minty, and 7558
can be used to make your own tea. Wild =
Bergamot will grow well in a wide

variety of soils, from sand, to loam to ;elmvs)f iIve
clay, with very little maintenance. ant family:
Asteraceae
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Converse County Conservation District

911 S. Windriver Drive
Converse County| Douglas, WY 82633
Conservation Disf{ri
911 S. Windriver |Dri
Dougl as, WY 826 3|3
Phone: 638164

mi chell e. hunti ngt on@$y.nacdnet.net
Hours: 7 a.m. to |4 p. m.

Board of Supervisors
Stan Mitchem, Chairman

Douglas, WY

Permit No. 13

ct
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Shelly Falkenburg, Vice Chairman
Sharon Lovitt, Secretary/Treasurer
Doug Horner, Member
Susan Downs, Member
District Staff
Michelle Huntington, District Manager

Anna Gray, Program Assistant ATTEND A CCCD BOARD MEETING

The Converse County Conservation District holds Board Meetings the third Thursday
NRCS Staff of each month starting at 4:30 p.m. We welcome your input, ideas, questions, and

. . .. concerns regarding our projects and programs! Meetings are open to the public
Tim Schroeder, District Conservationist pursuant to Wyoming Statute 16-4-403.

Jake Hogan, Rangeland Mgmt. Specialist
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Get your free Radon test t o]day

The Wyoming Department of Health Provides FR|EE
|l evel s of Radon. Gevty oynoiunrgsr abgyo ogroa cnggt7IT+#er0dl 53 O 7

Converse County residents can call C2om,m3vee.r §e C
What i s Radon?
Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that sdeps
Lontgerm exposure to radon can damage the | ungs, l eadinpg to
cancer deaths per year.
O ,
How are you exposed to Radon?
Radon can occur in ALL t yipresulodt endb mers,d rmaefwt,y .ol Rgadarelild cr
which is naturally occurring in nearly all soils. Uranium
radon. As a gas, radon moves through the soil, into the a
and holes in the foundation. Your home traps the radop in
of every 15 US homes is estimated to have el e\

Why Test for Radon?

Testing is the ONLY way to know if you have elevated IlJeve

estimated to be 1.3 picocuries per I|Iiter (pCi/L). An Jel e\

may stild/ poseCanhwerns ¢ hChanrtay di s rated by the EPA to hjave
hi gher




